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Wat_er We Doing? A California Drought Story
Chris Olivas, Math/Science; Tracy Nathan, Humanities;
Brent Spirnak, Digital Arts, 8th Grade
High Tech Middle North County

In this project students worked together to make a documenta-
ry about the current California drought. Students learned about
water chemistry, the water cycle, the drought’s effect on the en-
vironment and economy, and water conservation. Students took
extensive notes on current articles related to our drought. They
used their new knowledge to write about, plan, film, and edit a
documentary to show at our school wide exhibition and at the
San Diego Botanical Gardens. Students also created stained glass
graphing art pieces to auction off at both exhibitions. The goals
of the exhibitions were to bring awareness to the drought and
raise money for the San Diego Coastkeeper by auctioning off the
student art work, DVDs of the documentary, various water saving
items, and donated items.

Teacher Reflection

When we started the project, students already understood Califor-
nia was in a drought and we all need to conserve, but they were
inspired by all that they did not know. The information revealed
through field trips, expert interviews, current articles, and vid-
eos was shocking and motivational. When the time came to cre-
ate our faux stained glass art for auction, students really owned
the importance of creating a quality product that would bring in
more money for San Diego Coastkeeper. Screening the film at the
San Diego Botanical Garden took the students outside of just our
school exhibition. They were proud to know that their movie
would reach beyond the walls of our school.

Student Reflections
I realized that once we run out of water we have no backup
plan. —Kat

This project showed me how our lives depend on a delicately bal-
anced system and that changing one thing can have a huge effect
on us- the ripple effect. —Kaitlyn

To learn more about this project and others, visit carterharrison-
photography.comlwater/
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